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How does the Mosul Legal
Support Centre help?




International Women's Day

On the occasion of International
Women's Day, one of our lawyers was
asked to give a presentation at an
event for families of missing persons
that was put on by the local non-profit
organisation, Humanitarian Line. She
led a special workshop on the subject
of securing reparation for a group of
about thirty women, most of whom
were mothers or widows of missing or
disappeared persons.

Caseload at Mosul Legal Support Centre

The Mosul Legal Support Centre saw a total of 410 cases in its first year
falling under the following categories:
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How did you become involved with
the Mosul Legal Support Centre and
what motivated you to work in this
field?

| started with the Mosul Legal Support
Centre in February 2022, initially as a
volunteer and a trainee. In March
2022, | officially became a lawyer at the
centre. What motivated me to work in
the field was my observation that
many civilians who were harmed in the
conflict were not coming forward to
claim their rights. Even in private law
firms, there are not many lawyers
specialized in the area of
compensation, but | found that this
work suited me well.

Could you explain to us the main
benefits that the Mosul Legal
Support Centre provides to its
community?

The centre provides legal advice, free
of charge, to civilians harmed by
military operations. Many civilians are
unaware of their right to
compensation or do simply not have
the legal knowledge required to
complete the compensation process.
We help to lift some of this burden off
of civilians by preparing the case files
that are submitted to the investigation
court, assisting civilians with obtaining
and copying and the required
supporting documents for

their claim, and communicating with
them closely throughout the process
to guide them every step of the way.

What is unique about the situation
of civilians in Mosul?

Mosul is the centre of Nineveh, Iraq’s
second largest governorate. It was also
the main stronghold of ISIS in Iraq,
from which the group declared it so-
called state. Nineveh in general, and
Mosul in particular, are among the
cities that were declared disaster
zones because they were almost
completely destroyed by the conflict.
Yet, the amounts allocated for
compensation are small compared to
the rest of Iraqg's affected
governorates, and the procedures for
obtaining the compensation are
complex and bureaucratic. This means
that civilians often face long delays
before they receive their payments.

What are the main changes you
have seen since the opening of the
Mosul Legal Support Centre?

The centre has become an important
legal reference point for the
beneficiaries. They contact us after
completing each step in the process in
order to obtain advice from the
centre’s lawyers on the next steps
required. We have also started



continued...

Since the opening
of the Mosul Legal
Support Centre,
the total number
of civilians who
have received help
and support is
508




Q Follow our social

media pages to
keep up with new

0 reports and events.
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https://www.facebook.com/ceasefirecentre/
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